Ch. 151 WASHINGTON LAWS, 1986

extent reasonably practical, obtain such information directly from students.
In licu of obtaining such information directly from students, building prin-
cipals and counselors shall identify the causes or reasons, or both, based on
their professional judgment.

(4) Beginning witu the 1987 legislative session, the superintendent of
public instruction shall report annually to the legislature the information
collected under subscction (1) of this section. Beginning with the 1991 leg-
islative session, the report shall include the number of students in the ninth
through twelith grades who drop out of school over a four-year period.

Passed the Senate February 17, 1986.
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CHAPTER 152
|Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 1182]
SEAT BELTS

AN ACT Reclating to motor vchicle safety restraints; adding a new section to chapter 46-
.61 RCW; adding a new scction to chapter 4.24 RCW, creating a new scction; and prescribing
penaltics.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Sec. I. A new section is added to chapter 46.61
RCW to read as follows:

(1) For the purposes of this section, the term "motor vehicle” includes:

(a) "Buses,” meaning motor vehicles with motive power, except trail-
ers, designed to carry more than ten passengers;

(b) "Multipurposc passenger vchicles,” meaning motor vehicles with
motive power, except trailers, designed to carry ten persons or less that are
constructed cither on a truck chassis or with special features for occasional
off-road operation;

(c) "Passenger cars,” mcaning motor vehicles with motive power, ex-
cept multipurpose passenger vehicles, motorcycles, or trailers, designed for
carrying ten passengers or less; and

(d) "Trucks," meaning motor vehicles with motive power, except trail-
ers, designed primarily for the transportation of property.

(2) This section only applies to motor vehicles that meet the manual
scat belt safety standards as set forth in federal motor vehicle safety stand-
ard 208. This scction does not apply to a vehicle occupant for whom no
safety belt is available when all designated seating positions as required by
federal motor vehicle safety standard 208 are occupicd.

(3) Every person sixteen years of age or older operating or riding in a
motor vehicle shall wear the safety belt assembly in a properly adjusted and
sccurely fastened manner.
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(4) No person may operate a motor vehicle unless all passengers under
the age of sixteen years are either wearing a safety belt assembly or are
sccurely fastened into an approved child restraint device.

(5) During the period from the cifective date of this act, to January 1,
1987, a person violating this scction may be issued a written warning of the
violation. After January 1, 1987, a person violating this section shall be is-
sued a notice of traflic infraction under chapter 46.63 RCW. A finding that
a person has committed a traflic infraction under this scction shall be con-
tained in the driver's abstract but shall not be available to insurance com-
panics or employers.

(6) Failure to comply with the requircments of this section does not
constitute negligence, nor may failure to wear a safety belt assembly be ad-
missible as cvidence of negligence in any civil action.

(7) Enforcement of this section by law cnforcement oflicers may be
accomplished only as a sccondary action when a driver of a motor vchicle
has been detained for a suspected violation of Title 46 RCW or an equiva-
lent local ordinance or some other offense.

(8) This section docs not apply to an operator or passenger who pos-
sesses written verification from a licensed physician that the operator or
passcenger is unable to wear a safety belt for physical or medical reasons.

(9) The commission on equipment may adopt rules exempting operat-
ors or occupants of farm vchicles, construction equipment, and vchicles that
arc required to make frequent stops from the requirement of wearing safety
belts.

NEW SECTION. Scc. 2. A new section is added to chapter 4.24
RCW to rcad as follows:

A licensed physician shall not be liable for civil damages resulting di-
rectly or indirectly from providing, or refusing to provide, a written verifi-
cation that a person under that physician's care us unable to wear an
automotive safety belt.

NEW SECTION. Scc. 3. The traffic safety commission shall under-
take a study of the cffectivencess of section 1 of this act and shall report its
finding to the legislative transportation committec by January 1, 1989.

Passed the House March 9, 1986.

Passed the Senate March 7, 1936.

Approved by the Governor March 31, 1986.

Filed in Oflice of Sccretary of State March 31, 1986.

[479]



